Source of material
The compound Lii6AUGe7 was prepared from Li and Al bulk metals and Ge powder (atomic proportion 15:3:6) inserted in a Ta reactor weld-sealed under argon and protected in a stainless container. The product was obtained by reacting the elements for 11 h at 873K, homogenizing for 5 h at 1173K, and single crystals were formed by cooling the melt at the rate of 25 K/h to ambient temperature. The air-sensitive crystals were selected in a glove box, inserted into Lindemann capillaries. Cell parameters and space group were initially determined by oscillation and Weissenberg techniques. The Al:Ge ratio of nearly 0.6:1 has been confirmed from elemental analysis (SEM) of single crystals. The best diffracting crystal was used for data collection. 
